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69. Stradnerlithus cotortuosus Medd in Gallois & Medd (1979) 
 

  
Pl. 2, figs c, d 

Pl. 2, c. Stradnerlithus tortuosus Noel and Stradnerlithus cotortuosus sp. nov. Disarticulated coccosphere, distal 
views. SEM 77/14610. x6500. 

Pl. 2, d. Stradnerlithus cotortuosus sp. nov. Holotype, ibid. SEM 77/14611. x20000. 

 
Diagnosis: A species of Stradnerlithus with an oval eiffellithid rim, having a six-barred 

axial structure supporting a thin closed spine; the arrangement of the bars being such 
that two of them bisect (approximately) the long axis of the ellipse and the other four 
being obliquely diagonal to it. 

Description: The six bars are arranged so that the oval coccolith is (approximately) 
bilaterally symmetrical. The bars fuse at the centre in an elliptical boss. 

Remarks: This species differs from the other six-barred axial members of the group in 
having the long axis of the elliptical rim bisected. Stradnerlithus senarius (Wind & 
Wise) is similar but has an oblong-shaped rim. 

Holotype: SEM 77/14611. Lodged in the collection of scanning electron micrograph types 
at the Institute of Geological Sciences, Leeds, England. 

Type locality: Swindon Borehole, Wiltshire, England. 
Type level: Depth 80.20 m; a coccolith-rich band (?EU1A) of the Lower Kimmeridge Clay; 

eudoxus Zone (Kimmeridgian). 
Type dimensions: 1.7x 1.2 μm. 
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Stratigraphical distribution: This species has been recorded only from the eudoxus Zone of 
the Kimmeridge Clay. A specimen from the 'Kimméridgien supérieur d'Armailles' 
recorded by Noël (1973, pl. 3, lower left-hand corner of fig. 3) is intermediate in 
skewness of the axial bar arrangement between the two species S. cotortuosus and S. 
tortuosus, but is more similar to the first species; this specimen is also part of a 
coccosphere. 

 
Gallois, R.W. & Medd, A.W., 1979. Coccolith-rich marker bands in the English 

Kimmeridge Clay. Geological Magazine, 116(4): 247-334.  
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